
1. Hello Jo, welcome	  to	  Fantasy	  Planet	  and	  thanks	  a	  lot	  for	  doing	  the	  interview.	  I read “Among Others” in a 
sitting. It was like travelling in a different dimension: I used to overlook Science-fiction in favour of Fantasy 
and as a result now I have an infinite list of scifi books to read!	  
I empathized with Mori so much, when I was a teenager I used to be exactly like her and this was so touching 
for me, it was like reading my own secret diary!	  
At this point, I'd like to ask you: how much is there of the Jo Walton teenager in Mori?	  
	  

Lots. With this book I mythologised a part of my own life.	  
	  

2. In “Among Others” the power of books is enormous: books allow you to meet other people, they can comfort 
or keep company with you (Mori starts to express interest for her father, for her grandpa, for her first love just 
thanks to books). Now is this the real magic to you? Are books the real amulets?	  

	  
In real life, magic only works inside your head. So yes, the transformative power of books is real, because they reach 
into your head and change you.	  
	  

3. “Among Others” is classified as fantasy or self-knowledge but, above all, it is an amazing novel. Is it 
delivering the basic concept that amazing books are essential for human development?	  

	  
There are people who seem to grow up just fine without books. But then there are the rest of us. One of the things I 
didn't realise before I published Among Others is how many people would identify with that aspect of the character. 
There are a lot of us who grew up in books.	  
	  

4. Whereas on the one hand the italian title “Un altro mondo “ (= an other world) - instead of the original 
“Among others” - doesn’t contain the real essence of the book, on the other it emphasizes a thrilling concept: 
the existence of different worlds. Travelling across different worlds is a recurring idea in scifi and fantasy and 
books have this peculiarity, but in your novel there aren’t only fictional worlds to discover, for example Mori 
gets in touch with new people (other worlds) thanks to the books. So, those who take refuge in reading, not 
necessarily are running away from reality, aren’t they?	  

	  
One of the things I was trying to show is how reading isn't just escapism. It's escapism -- you can read to get away from 
miserable reality, and there's nothing wrong with that. But I also show Mori learning from books and applying what she 
has learned from them -- sometimes positively, and sometimes less positively. But the experience of reading really 
changes the way she thinks about things, and therefore the way she acts.	  
	   	  

5. A very touching point in the story is when Mori is giving up as she wants follow her dead sister; she doesn’t 
want to feel pain any longer and then suddenly remembers she has not finished a book yet: if she dies, she will 
never know its ending. So, she goes back, lets her sister go and chooses to live. Is it a metaphor for life 
(custom-cut for book lovers)? 	  

	  
That's a difficult question to answer, because that's actually something that's autobiographical. I mean, yes, it is a 
metaphor as you say, but it's also part of my teenage experience. It wasn't the way it's described in the book. But I did 
contemplate suicide, and I immediately thought that I shouldn't kill myself until I'd finished the book I was reading -- 
and of course, that's metaphorical, we're all always half way through something and don't want to cut that short, but it 
was also a real book.	  

	  
6. Among Others starts and ends with a tribute to J.R. R. Tolkien. At the beginning of the book it is only a quote 

(when the two sisters speak about the Huorns), at the end, when Mori and his mother fight, the quote turns 
epic: is Tolkien the author you have to thanks more as a writer?	  

	  
Yes. I love Tolkien and I read him very young and he's very important to me as a writer and a person.	  
	  

7. Are you working on a new novel at the moment?	  



Yes, I'm revising a novel called THE PHILOSOPHER KINGS which is about Greek gods and time travellers setting up 
Plato's Republic. It's the second book in a sequence, the first one is called THE JUST CITY and will be out next year.	  
	  

8. And here is the million-dollar question, the same question Mori asks herself: fantasy or science-fiction, what 
do you choose?	  

	  
Science fiction. I write fantasy, but science fiction is what I like to read. And the thing that question is really about is 
"the past or the future" and my answer is the same. I love history, but I'm always looking forward to finding out what 
happens next. So if it's elves or Plutonians, give me Plutonians every time.	  
	  

9. The last but not least question: have you found your own “karass”? :)	  
	  
Yes. It took me a long time, but I have so many great friends now. It's wonderful. I don't know how I got this lucky. 	  
	  


